
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2641 March 19, 2007 
OIG would do well to simply tell the 
truth and get accurate information in 
public and private rather than use 
slick Madison Avenue press releases to 
justify their misstatements to Con-
gress. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

BRING OUR TROOPS HOME WITH 
DIGNITY 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, some semblance of security in 
Baghdad, but chlorine bombs in Anbar 
province and other parts of Iraq, the 
fourth-year anniversary of this coun-
try’s offensive on the nation state of 
Iraq. 

It is interesting that as we continue 
to watch our young people fall in bat-
tle, heroes that they are, and veterans 
come home, that the executive in this 
body, this Congress, this House and the 
other body cannot come to grips with a 
forward path for solving and recon-
ciling the war in Iraq. 

It is interesting that our Commander 
in Chief desires to tell us that we must 
stay the course, a refrain that we have 
heard over and over again. 

My plea would be let us sit down at 
the table of reconciliation. Let us not 
suggest that people who stand for con-
science are unpatriotic, and let us re-
solve to bring our troops home to-
gether in dignity and with success. 

f 

HONORING REV. RAYMOND MOSS 
(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recall the exceptional life of 
Reverend Raymond Moss of Marietta, 
Georgia. Reverend Moss passed away 
this month at the age of 79, leaving be-
hind a long legacy as an advocate of so-
cial justice and civil rights. 

Reverend Moss was a fixture in Cobb 
County. After a brief stint in Minor 
League Baseball and a job as draftsman 
at Lockheed Martin, Moss found his 
true calling, and in 1959 he started 
Back to the Bible Holiness Church, the 
first homegrown Black church in Cobb 
County. 

He went on to build 14 more churches 
in Georgia and Alabama, and helped 
lead the Cobb community during the 
turbulent civil rights era. 

Reverend Moss was a compassionate 
father not only to his own 14 children, 
but to any member of the Marietta 
community in need of a mentor. 

In fact, I first came to know the Rev-
erend 30 years ago while practicing 
medicine with one of his dear friends, 
Dr. Douglas Glover. Indeed, many of 
Reverend Moss’ faithful came to my of-
fice for care, and all had been deeply 
touched by the Reverend’s compassion. 

I know these members of our commu-
nity will carry on his dedication to 
compassionate service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me 
in honoring the life of Reverend Ray-
mond Moss. 

f 

APPLAUDING TENNESSEE 
BASKETBALL 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, as a Ten-
nessean, I am proud of the success of 
my three schools that have reached the 
Sweet Sixteen. 

In America, there is nothing going on 
with greater import on the local scene 
than March Madness; and there is no 
place more happy about the madness 
than the State of Tennessee, the Vol-
unteer State. 

Three of our schools have teams in 
the Sweet Sixteen: Our land grant uni-
versity, the University of Tennessee; 
and my two alma maters, Vanderbilt 
University and the University of Mem-
phis. 

On Thursday, the University of Ten-
nessee and the University of Memphis 
will both be playing in the Sweet Six-
teen in San Antonio, Texas. Everybody 
in Texas knows if it weren’t for Ten-
nessee, there wouldn’t be a Texas. So 
we bring basketball to Texas, and we 
brought liberty and independence to 
Texas. We have a lot of pride in our 
basketball teams and our universities. 

f 

SUPPORTING COLEMAN 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to 
address the House for 1 minute and to 
revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight to com-
mend the men and women serving in 
the Federal Correction Complex in 
Coleman, Florida, in my district. This 
Federal complex serves our Nation by 
housing prisoners in low-, medium- and 
high-security facilities. It has provided 
countless jobs in my district and 
helped our growing economy. 

The people who fill those jobs truly 
are a testament to the array of wonder-
ful people in my district. Even with the 
struggles in funding and thinly 
stretched staff, the officers at Coleman 
are cheerful, positive, and professional 
people. Staffing a prison complex is no 
easy job, and many of the officers there 
literally have scars to prove it. Yet 
they know their job is to keep our fam-
ilies safe. 

I have had the opportunity to tour 
this facility several times and meet 
with the staff, and I am proud to serve 
alongside such honorable public serv-
ants. I want to take this opportunity 
to give them all my heartfelt thanks. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BRALEY of Iowa). Under the Speaker’s 

announced policy of January 18, 2007, 
and under a previous order of the 
House, the following Members will be 
recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

HEARING REQUESTED ON RAMOS 
AND COMPEAN PROSECUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today I had the pleasure of 
meeting with Congressman JOHN CON-
YERS, chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee. I shared with him information 
from myself and other Members of Con-
gress who are requesting a hearing on 
the case of Border Patrol Agents 
Ramos and Compean. 

Many of us in Congress are concerned 
about the Federal prosecutor in this 
case and his decision to bring criminal 
charges against these agents. Agents 
Ramos and Compean were convicted 
last spring for shooting a Mexican drug 
smuggler who brought 743 pounds of 
marijuana across our border into 
Texas. 

These agents never should have been 
sent to prison, yet today is their 62nd 
day behind bars. There are legitimate 
legal questions about how this prosecu-
tion was initiated, and how the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office proceeded in this 
case. Members of Congress and the 
American people want to know why the 
Federal prosecutor is on the wrong side 
in this case. 

To prosecute the agents, the U.S. At-
torney’s Office granted immunity to a 
known drug smuggler. He is not an 
American citizen, he is a criminal. 
Drug enforcement reports have con-
firmed that the Mexican drug smuggler 
brought a second load of marijuana, 752 
pounds, into the United States after he 
was granted immunity to testify 
against our border agents, but this in-
formation was kept from the jury and 
the public. 

Mr. Speaker, I am certain that Chair-
man CONYERS will review the informa-
tion that I and other Members of Con-
gress have brought to his attention 
concerning the prosecution of these 
two heroes. 

Before closing, I ask the President to 
use his authority and pardon these two 
Hispanic Americans who were doing 
their job to protect the American peo-
ple; and, more importantly, I call on 
the President to listen to the American 
people and to the thousands of citizens 
who have asked for a pardon for these 
two men. 

f 

IRAQ IN CIVIL WAR 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise with deep concern that on this 
very day 4 years ago, our Nation inau-
gurated a conflict, an unnecessary war, 
a war of choice, not a necessity. 
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The most comprehensive intelligence 

we have, the National Intelligence Es-
timate and the latest Pentagon report, 
tells us that Iraq had descended into a 
state of civil war. Over 3,000 Americans 
have died, and hundreds of thousands, 
some even say up to 1 million citizens 
of Iraq, have lost their lives in this un-
necessary conflict. 

And while we are telling our veterans 
of this war, the elderly, the poor, and 
the sick that there is no room in the 
budget for them, the American people 
have spent over $400 billion on a failed 
policy. We cannot do more of the same. 
Mr. Speaker, violence begets violence. 
It does not lead to peace. 

President John F. Kennedy once said, 
‘‘Those who make peaceful revolution 
impossible will make violent revolu-
tion inevitable.’’ My greatest fear is 
that the young people of Iraq and of 
the Middle East will never forget this 
war. My greatest fear is they will grow 
up hating our children and our chil-
dren’s children for what we have done. 
Mr. Speaker, the Bible is right. Even a 
great nation can reap what it sows. 

Nothing troubles me more than to 
see the young faces of these soldiers 
who have been led to their death. 

b 1945 

Some are only 18, 19, 21, 22, 23. It is 
painful; it is so painful to watch. Some-
times I feel like crying and crying out 
loud at what we are doing as a Nation 
and what this administration is doing 
in our name. Our children do not de-
serve to die as pawns in a civil war. 

They do not deserve to pay with their 
lives for the mistakes of this adminis-
tration. They never had a chance. 

When I was their age, when I was 23 
years old, I was leading the Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, 
soon to speak in Washington on the 
steps of the Lincoln Memorial, but 
then we were involved in a nonviolent 
revolution to transform the soul of 
America, to create a beloved commu-
nity. 

Forty years ago, I was there in New 
York City in Riverside Church when 
Martin Luther King, Jr., gave one of 
the most powerful speeches he ever 
made against the war in Vietnam. If he 
could speak today, he would say this 
Nation needs a revolution of values 
that exposes the truth that war does 
not work. If he could speak today, he 
would say that war is obsolete as a tool 
of our foreign policy. 

He would say there is nothing keep-
ing us from changing our national pri-
ority so that the pursuit of peace can 
take precedence over the pursuit of 
war. 

He would say we must remove the 
causes of chaos, injustice, poverty and 
insecurity that are breeding grounds 
for terrorism. This is the way towards 
peace. 

As a Nation, can we hear the words of 
Gandhi, so simple, so true, that it is ei-
ther nonviolence or nonexistence? Can 
we hear the words of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., saying that we must learn to 

live together as brothers and sisters or 
perish as fools? 

Tonight I must make it plain and 
clear that as a human being, as a cit-
izen of the world, as a citizen of Amer-
ica, as a Member of Congress, as an in-
dividual committed to a world at peace 
with itself, I will not and I cannot in 
good conscience vote for another dollar 
or another dime to support this war. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DREIER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

A FAILED STRATEGY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, 4 years 
ago, Vice President CHENEY, on the 
looming war in Iraq, of which he was a 
principal architect, he and his staff are 
responsible for the manipulation and 
manufacturing of intelligence that 
misled people into believing there was 
a threat of weapons of mass destruc-
tion or there was some ties to 9/11. Nei-
ther of those things was true. Vice 
President CHENEY said we will, in fact, 
be greeted as liberators. I think it will 
go relatively quickly. Weeks, rather 
than months, said Vice President CHE-
NEY, and he still does not believe that 
he was wrong. 

He is still a principal architect of the 
surge, of an escalation of the war in 
Iraq, of continuing a war without end, 
a war that President Bush said last No-
vember it will be up to the next Presi-
dent to determine when U.S. troops 
might come home. 

A failed strategy, a strategy that 
fails our troops. Our troops have done 
all that we have asked and more under 
difficult conditions. They started with 
inadequate equipment, and Congress 
had to push the administration to give 
them the equipment they needed. They 
have been put on brutal rotations, stop/ 
loss orders, and they have done more 
than was asked. 

But the leadership has failed. Donald 
Rumsfeld is gone. He should have gone 
a very long time ago. Vice President 
CHENEY is still there pulling the 
strings. We will be greeted as lib-
erators, he said. 

Then the President two months later 
said major combat operations have 
ended, 1st of May. Nearly 3,000 Amer-
ican troops have died since the Presi-
dent gave that speech. Over 12,000 have 
been seriously wounded, very seriously 
wounded; and yet their answer is more 
of the same, stay the course, to esca-
late the conflict. They will not engage 
in meaningful diplomacy, and they will 
not change direction in Iraq. Their 
strategy will not bring a successful end 
to this war. 

They are now again trying to tie it to 
9/11 and al Qaeda. Yet they are contra-
dicted, in fact, by the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, a Bush appointee. 
When he was asked, Mike McConnell, if 
al Qaeda would establish itself in Iraq 
and they would launch attacks from 
there, I would not go so far as to say al 
Qaeda would necessarily believe that. 
They want to reestablish their base 
and their objective would be in Afghan-
istan. 

Remember Afghanistan? Remember 
Osama bin Laden? Remember 9/11? Re-
member the Taliban? They are still out 
there. They are planning and plotting. 
Afghanistan is going in a bad direction 
because the President diverted our at-
tention, our troops, our resources away 
from a battle that was supported by all 
the major nations in the world to 
eradicate those who had attacked us so 
grievously on 9/11 into a discretionary 
war in Iraq, and still, the President 
would put the emphasis on Iraq. 

His National Security Adviser says 
this is a charade what they would do in 
the House of Representatives, a cha-
rade. If it is a charade, why are they 
fighting so hard? For the first time, 
Congress is going to exert its constitu-
tional responsibility as a third and co-
equal branch to say enough failed lead-
ership is enough and we want a new di-
rection. 

The Speaker came to the well earlier 
and laid that out in detail, what that 
new direction would be, and this bill 
that we will vote on later this week 
would move us in that new direction. 
That is not a charade. That is the first 
meaningful challenge to the failure of 
leadership by Vice President CHENEY 
and George Bush that have put that re-
gion at risk, that has put American 
troops in the middle of a civil war, 
which is now admitted by the Pen-
tagon. 

We did not go there to be referees in 
the middle of a 1,400-year-old sectarian 
conflict in a civil war. The Iraqis are 
going to have to resolve those issues 
themselves. 

I wrote to the President 2 years ago 
February and said you need to set 
meaningful timelines to force the 
Iraqis to come together and begin to 
resolve their differences. They still do 
not want to do that. 

Americans should not be the surro-
gates. We should not be in the middle. 
Our troops should not be in the middle. 

This bill is extraordinarily impor-
tant. Yes, the President might veto it, 
but we are going to challenge him 
again and again and again until we get 
a new direction that better serves our 
country, our troops, that region and 
the world. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 
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